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My name is Dr. Karen Roggenkamp, and I have been teaching at TAMU-Commerce for five years.  I earned my bacholor's degree in English at the University of Michigan, and then I taught middle school English for a number of years at an independent school in Detroit.  I completed my Ph.D. in English at the University of Minnesota and worked there as a lecturer for a couple of years after that.  I specialize in pre-twentieth-century American literature and print culture, as well as children's literature.




	Instructor Information
	Since this is an online course, I will not be holding formal, face-to-face office hours.  However, if you have any questions or comments, you should most definitely contact me by email (Karen_Roggenkamp@tamu-commerce.edu) or in the Virtual Office portion of this website (under "Course Home" on left hand side of screen).  I will usually return your email within 24 hours, possibly longer over the weekends.

	 
	


	Course Description
	English 351 is a survey of some of the most influential and important novels of the late eighteenth century through the early twentieth century.  While we must move at a vigorous speed and must by necessity cut the reading list a bit short, given our brief summer time frame, we will still be reading works from a variety of literary traditions, from sentimentalism through gothic fiction through realism.

Along the way we will be discussing the novels as works of art; but we will also be learning, via discussion and online "lecture," about the print culture of these years and about the social and cultural contexts in which the texts were produced.

	 
	


	Course Objectives
	At the conclusion of this course students should have improved in their efforts to:

· Critically discuss works on literature within their aesthetic and cultural contexts 

· Compose short, analytical pieces of writing on assigned topics 

· Complete an essay examination that brings several of the novels into critical conversation with one another

	 
	


	Course Overview and Elements
	In brief, this course will be structured with: 

1.  "Lectures" (in quotations because the lectures will actually be written out--more reading for you to do, hooray!).  As the term progresses, I MAY try to add sound to the lectures so that you can listen rather than just read the lecture notes.  We'll see!

2.  Online discussions (a big part of your grade).  For specific instructions, see the weekly breakdown on this syllabus.  Generally, you will be expected to post a minimum of one thorough (say 250-300 word) point of analysis/discussion for each day's reading, and you are urged to write these in response to what others have already posted.  So if we have three reading assignments scheduled in one week, you will usually be posting a minimum of three times.  Sometimes I will start you off with a particular question, topic, or prompt.  Other times I may just invite you to bring up your own topics.  I will step in and participate occasionally in these discussions, and I will read everything, but I will NOT be responding to each and every posting because I am more interested in what you have to say about the books we read than in what I have to say!  I have placed the times for these discussions within a rather broad-ish window of time (about 36-48 hours) so that you can post as your schedule permits.  But note that if you miss a discussion window of time, you will not be allowed to go back and post there.  Thus you would not receive credit for that assignment.

3.  Writing.  You will have due several short critical response papers, which you will submit in the dropbox portion of this website.  These 2-3 page papers, for which I will provide a writing prompt, will generally be due at the end of each week.  I will ask you to write them in Microsoft Word and leave them in the dropbox.

4.  An essay examination at the end of the term, which will ask you to bring together the texts we have read.

5.  And of course lots and lots of reading.  It will behoove you (to say the least) not to fall behind--remember that summer courses are intensive.  Treat this one as such!

Each week you should review the syllabus carefully and make sure you are looking at the "Lecture," "Assignment," and "Discussion" areas under the "Week" tabs on the left side of the screen.  Be thorough in looking over relevant areas of the eCollege website, and let me know if you can't find something!

	 
	


	Some Words About Web-Based Courses
	Internet courses can be incredibly convenient, given that you have the option of what time you actually "attend" class, not to mention the freedom to participate in class discussion while wearing your bunny slippers.  And do I need to mention how much money commuters will save on gas money?  However, do not make the mistake of thinking that this course is inherently easier than a face-to-face course.  Indeed, some students find online courses more challenging--you must be a motivated, self-disciplined student in order to succeed in a web-based course.

Please realize that I can track how much time you spend in our classroom space--in other words, it is possible for me to tell how much time you spend in the course.  Big Brother and all that.  So it would behoove you to spend a substantial amount of time reading what is written here, use real effort in participating in the discussions, and check in daily for course updates.  (Don't just assume you can "pop in" one or two days a week.)

Also, do not assume that you can just "work at your own pace" for this class.  Rather, we will be working through these texts together, and you will not be allowed either to work far ahead in terms of the assignments (other than reading on your own), nor will you be allowed to go back and post discussion comments or drop off writing assignments past the time at which they are due.

	 
	


	Grading Policy
	Grading for all writing, including discussion postings, will be based upon your ability to demonstrate how well you have read and thought about the texts--and how thoroughly you are able to present and support your ideas. 

Your grades for the course will be weighted in the following manner: 

· Discussion Participation: 35% 

· Critical Response Papers: 35% 

· Essay Examination: 30%

I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK!!!  MAKE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND WHEN AND WHERE WORK IS DUE!!!
I reserve the right to give timed quizzes if students do not seem adequately engaged with or prepared for class discussion.

	 
	


	Attendance
	Online courses require us to rethink what we mean by "attendance."  I don't plan to designate a particular time to be "in class" or online.  However, you will see that I have set deadlines for handing in assignments and posting to the discussion board.  Please note that computer glitches are NOT acceptable excuses for failing to hand in papers on time.  Prevent this by composing everything in a word processing program, saving it, and then copying that into eCollege.  Word to the wise.

If we were meeting face-to-face, we would be in class approximately 8 hours each week; add to that an amount of time--say at least 10 hours per week or more--required to complete homework (reading, writing, etc.).  You should think in similar terms for this online class in terms of how much time you should be putting in.  

	 
	


	Additional Policies
	A.     Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty, and acts of plagiarism will result in an F for the assignment and possibly failure of the course.  Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise.  Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion.  (See Texas A&M University—Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]).  Examples of plagiarism include but are not limited to cutting and pasting information directly from online sources (or changing them only minimally, without citation and/or direct quotation), copying material from books without providing source documentation, taking essays wholesale from online sources, having someone else write a paper for you, and turning in work that you have already submitted for another class.
B.      Students requesting accommodations for disabilities must go through the Academic Support Committee.  For more information, please contact the Director of Disability Resources and Services, Halladay Student Services Building, Room 303D, 903-886-5835.

C.      All students enrolled at the University must follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  Standards of decency and acceptable behavior extend to the use of cell phones and instant messaging—please turn them off in the classroom unless you are awaiting a real emergency call for some reason.  Additionally, please note that I enforce standards of inclusiveness in my classes.  What that means is that I do not tolerate discrimination and disrespect in regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

D.     If you plan to seek teaching certification, you must pass the state’s certification examination on the TExES / ExCET.  Preparation guidelines describing the English exams are available for downloading at http://www.texes.ets.org/prepMaterials/. 

	 
	


	Required Texts
	The following novels are required for this course.  You may use any complete edition, not just the ones ordered through the bookstore.  Please note, however, that our page numbers may not synch up when we reference them in online discussion.  Oh well.  We'll cope.  

PLEASE NOTE:  Several months ago I ordered The Turn of the Screw, The Awakening, and McTeague through the bookstore, thinking that we would be able to read them this term.  I have decided to strike these books from the syllabus in order to ease the reading burden.  I apologize to those students who have already purchased these books--but read them anyway, because they're awesome!

Required: Charlotte Temple -- Susanna Rowson 

Required: The House of the Seven Gables -- Nathaniel Hawthorne

Required: Ruth Hall -- Fanny Fern

Required: Pudd'nhead Wilson -- Mark Twain

Required: The Marrow of Tradition -- Charles Chesnutt 

	 
	


	Week 1 Assignments: Charlotte Temple and the Rise of the American Novel
	· Monday, 6/2:  Read syllabus and course announcements (on course home page)

· Monday, 6/2:  Read lecture: "The Early American Novel and Charlotte Temple"

· Monday, 6/2:  Post first comments on discussion board (deadline Tuesday, 6/3, 5:00 p.m.).  
Topic:  Tell us who you are!  Give us your name, your major, where you are from, and at least one interesting or unusual fact about yourself.  Or even not interesting.  Heck, if you really like oatmeal, that would be an interesting enough fact for me!   See assigned topic under "Week 1," then "Discussion"--look for the drop down menu.

· Tuesday, 6/3:  Read Charlotte Temple chapters 1-17 (Volume I)

· Between Monday, 6/2 and Wednesday, 6/4 (deadline 5 p.m.):  Post at least one substantial comment/discussion point (say 250-300 words) in response to Charlotte Temple, chapters 1-17.  See assigned topic under "Week 1," then "Discussion"--look for the drop down menu.

· Wednesday, 6/4:  Read Charlotte Temple chapters 18-35 (Volume II)

· Between Tuesday, 6/3 and Thursday, 6/5 (deadline 3 p.m.):  Post at least one substantial comment/discussion point in response to Charlotte Temple, chapters 18-35 (Volume II)

· Before Friday, 6/6 (deadline 10:00 a.m.): Drop off CRITICAL RESPONSE PAPER 1.  2-3 pages in Microsoft Word and placed in Dropbox, 12 point type, 1 inch margins.  Look for topic under "Week 1: Assignments"
· 6/5 through weekend: Read The House of the Seven Gables, Preface-Chapter 5.

  

	 
	


	Week 2 Assignments: The House of the Seven Gables and the American Romance
	· Monday, 6/9: Read lecture on The House of the Seven Gables.  Look under "Week 2: Lecture"

· Monday, 6/9: Read The House of the Seven Gables, chapters 6-10

· Between Sunday, 6/8 and Tuesday, 6/10 (deadline 5 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to The House of the Seven Gables, chapters 6-10.  See topic under "Week 2: Discussion."  Look for the drop down menu and be sure to post to the appropriate topic/reading section.  

· Tuesday, 6/10: Read The House of the Seven Gables, chapters 11-15 

· Between Monday, 6/9 and Wednesday, 6/11 (deadline 5 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to The House of the Seven Gables,chapters 11-15.

· Wednesday, 6/11: Read The House of the Seven Gables, chapters 16-21

· Between Wednesday, 6/10 and Thursday, 6/12 (deadline 3 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to The House of the Seven Gables, chapters 16-21

· Between Wednesday 6/10 and Friday 6/13 at 10:00 a.m.: Drop off CRITICAL RESPONSE PAPER 2.  Look for topic under "Week 2: Assignments"

	 
	


	Week 3 Assignments. Ruth Hall: Sentimentalism . . . Or Not?
	· Monday 6/16: Read lecture on Ruth Hall 

· Monday 6/16: Read Ruth Hall, chapters 1-35

· Between Sunday 6-15 and Tuesday 6/17 (deadline 5:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to Ruth Hall chapters 1-35 

· Tuesday 6/17: Read Ruth Hall, chapters 36-65

· Between Monday 6/16 and Wednesday 6/18 (deadline 5:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to Ruth Hall chapters 36-65

· Wednesday, 6/18: Read Ruth Hall, chapters 66-90

· Between Tuesday 6/17 and Thursday 6/19 (deadline 6/19, 3:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, miminum, in response to Ruth Hall, chapters 66-90

· Between Wednesday 6/18 and Friday 6/20 (deadline 10:00 a.m.): Drop off CRITICAL RESPONSE PAPER 3.  2-3 pages in Microsoft Word and placed in Dropbox,12 point type, 1 inch margins.  Look for topic under "Week 3: Assignments"

	 
	


	Week 4: Pudd'nhead Wilson: Satire and Realism
	· Monday 6/23: Read lecture on Pudd'nhead Wilson

· Monday 6/23: Read Pudd'nhead Wilson, "Whisper to the Reader"-chapter 8

· Between Sunday 6/22 and Tuesday 6/24 (deadline 5:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to Pudd'nhead Wilson, "Whisper to the Reader"-chapter 8

· Tuesday 6/24: Read Pudd'nhead Wilson, chapters 9-15

· Between Monday 6/23 and Wednesday 6/25 (deadline 5:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to Pudd'nhead Wilson, chapters 9-15

· Wednesday, 6/25: Read Pudd'nhead Wilson, chapters 16-Conclusion

· Between Tuesday 6/24 and Thursday 6/26 (deadline 3:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, miminum, in response to Pudd'nhead Wilson, chapters 16-Conclusion

· Between Wednesday 6/25 and Friday 6/27 (deadline 10:00 a.m.): Drop off CRITICAL RESPONSE PAPER 4.  2-3 pages in Microsoft Word and placed in Dropbox,12 point type, 1 inch margins.  Look for topic under "Week 4: Assignments"

	 
	


	Week 5: The Marrow of Tradition: Realism and the African American Novel
	· Monday 6/30: Read lecture on The Marrow of Tradition 

· Monday 6/30: Read The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 1-11 

· Between Sunday 6/29 and Tuesday 7/1 (deadline 5:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 1-11 

· Tuesday 7/1: Read The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 12-27 

· Between Monday 6/30 and Wednesday 7/2 (deadline 5:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, minimum, in response to The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 12-27 

· Wednesday, 7/2: Read The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 28-37 

· Between Tuesday 7/1 and Thursday 7/3 (deadline 3:00 p.m.): Post one discussion comment, miminum, in response to The Marrow of Tradition, chapters 28-37 

· Between Wednesday 7/2 and Friday 7/4 (deadline 10:00 a.m.): Drop off FINAL EXAMINATION in Dropbox,12 point type, 1 inch margins.  Look for topic under "Week 5: Assignments"
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